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but money, in which he has been taught from his infancy
that every human excellence is comprehended, and con-
tributes to the increase of the riches of another, with the
same unwillingness with which a soldier would concur in
the advancement of an inferiour officer to a post of higher
rank and authority than his own.

For this reason, my lords, there is generally a malevo-
lence in the merchant against the insurer, whom he con-
siders as an idle caterpillar, living without industry upon
the labours of others, and, therefore, when he lays down
the sum stipulated for security, he is almost in suspense,
whether he should not prefer the loss of the remaining
part of the value of his vessel to the mortification of seeing
the insurer enjoy that money, which fear and caution have
influenced him to pay.

This disposition, undoubtedly, inclines him to proceed
with less regard to his own security, and betrays him into
dangers which it was, at least, possible to avoid; for to
what purpose, says he, have I insured my ship if I am not
to be set free from the necessity of anxiety and caution ?
If I arrive safely at the port, I shall dispose of my com-
modities with uncommon advantage; if I miscarry, the in-
surer will at least suffer with me, and be deservedly pun-
ished for his suspicions and extortion*

I doubt not but some of your lordships will imagine, that
I am now indulging chimerical speculations, that I am as-
cribing great force to weak motives, and supposing men
to act upon principles which, in reality, never operated in
the human breast. When I think disadvantageously of
others, my lords, I am, indeed, always desirous to find my-
self mistaken, and shall be pleased to hear on this occasion
from any of your lordships, who have conversed at large
among mankind, that it is not common for one man to neg-
lect his own interest for fear of promoting that of another.
In the present question, my lords, I have only supposed
that envy may be one motive among many, and wish its
influence were so small, as that it might have been less
proper to mention it
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